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RAPID TRANSIT.

How Shall New Yorkers Overcome the
Length of the Island ?

—_——

WVARIOUS PLANS FPROPOSED.

e it

‘Progresy of the New Scheme for Raising a
Fond by Citizens.

VANDERBILT'S POSITION.

Statements of Opinion on the Subject by
Business Men.

It 18 vertain that ithe movemeni o procure
enough money to enable someé COTPOTAtion Lo be-
gla the construction of & rapld tranvit raliway
nnda [avor among all classes of business men. It
m gonceded on all sides 1o be the mosdt sensible
scton that bas yel been taken to assure the
schievement of quick traveliing through the city,
and men with the most diverse views as to the
other means to accomplish this are pressing
forward t0 take part in the new movement. A
tour through the business portlons of the city yes-

terday, during which the writer conversed with a |

large mumber of bankers, brorers, merchants and
professional men, revealed to him many facts in
rolation to rapld irnnsit, and inawated that as yet
there 18 no unity of a great uumber of responrible
men In tavor of any speciilc scheme that has wo far
been proposed. Every plan, however, finds some

earoest advocate,

THE MARGINAL RAILWAY
and warehouse golieme has at present, a8 wus sald
in yesterday's HERALD; & greater nnmber of
pleaders In 1ts favor than any other project; but
shere are so many obstacles in the way of its con-
straction that some of the gentlemen most ¢ntho-
slaslic 1o its fuvor date the period of it8 conslruc-
tlon and nsefnl work away into the distaont fatore.
Sald one of these gentlemen to the writer yester-
day:—"Wnile 1 believe that the Margioal Ralway
would be & great Iactor in Incredasing the commer-
elal prosperity of New York, and wish that Ite
eonstruction could be started immediately, I am
periain that It will remain merely & project for
years 4o come. As the HeRALD Baid yesterday,
tne commercial people of this city must wail uotil
the Dock Commissioners, by finlshing the work
which 18 planned for them, shall give the
opportunity for our great need—that 18, the
speedy transmission of freight in bulk throngh she
elty—to be overcome. Looking at the matter of
rapid traneit as a cliizen who wighes o reach his
bome speedily after business, and not merely asa
merchant who wisues Lo suve the cost of cartage
and of waste on the docks, | see that we must
Bave rapid trains for pussenger irafc alone.
Whuat route such trains should follow of course
it Is whe province of professlonal engineers to
determine. Yet 1 think shat their way ougnt to
be along the backbone of the city. Il an arrange-
ment could be made with Commodore Vanderbllc
which wonld fix the price of A passage irom
Battery to Hariem at, say elgbt cents, I think
that it would be the best plan for a guick transit
rallway, starting from the formér place, to termi-
mAte at the depot ut Forty gecond streern,”
WHAT WE NEKD T0 SUPFORT A ROAD.

The last remurk qnoted above conveys the opin-
fon of many earuvest men. It seewy to be deter.
mined by them that, however useful a rallway
miglit be to our citlzens which wonld take them
rapidly from one eud of the isiand to the other, it
wonid not pay, il it should not acquire & share of
the patronage of persons travelling to piaces dis-
tapt (rom the city. ‘‘Quick transif,’ sald an intel-
ligent gentleman to the HERALD reporter yester-
day, "'does not mean merely speedy Lransmission

srom the lower to the. upper end of tlus city. |
will |

You may bulld & rallway here that
patisfy you for & while; baot, in order
to support 1t uoalded, you will soon have
W Impoee larger lares than poor men

ean pay. Then (he greater part of the patronage |

will fail away and the raliway will become mori-
bund. The fact is that Lo support a quick transiu
railway here, yon will have to draw to it the
money expended by outélde people in coming
into and 1o leaving the city. Hence the road
BHOULD NOT TERMINATE IN HARLEM,

Tne qieSHoh nbw Brises 18 there opportanity
for & pew rallway out of town. 1 can't sce thut
there is such an opportanity ; and | think that no
one elsc can see one, It seems 1o me that Com-
modore Vanderbilt understood all these
when he procured a charter for an upderground
rallway which he pever intended
struct, He swmpds now im  the attitude
of a dictator. You must do either of shree
things— build & trunk rallway through the State,

connect your rapid city raflway with Commodore |

vanderhit’s Hudson River and Central Road,

#t Forty-second street, or bulla a rallway to Hay.

jem, which wiil di¢ under the burden of debt.'
COMMODORE VANDERBILT'S POSLTION,

The tone of these remarks agree with that of |
many other statements liatened Lo by the re- |

worter. The idea sfcms to have taken hola of the
minds of many people that Commodore Vander-
bilt’s policy in reference to “rdpld transit'’ counld
mot be surpassed o the particular of ghrewidness,
It 18 sa1d that several weeks ago he biuntly iu.

',Mmed & cggamittes of citizens that he
mad no intefition of making that under-
ground raillway for Which bhe  holds g

charter. It 18 Lis argument, and one very
poweriul, that he has no need for an underground
“rallroad ; that his Fourth avenne uorse cars convey
passengers, In & WAy very satisfactory to him, to
the Grand Central depot. The Commodore i
willing, however, ss he has informed a committes

of the North 8ide Assoclation, to take part in the |

construetion of & rapld tracsit rallroad, provided
1t will terminate at the Grand Central depot.
YHE VARIETY OF PLANS PROPOSKD,
The Rallroad Commitice of the Soclety of Civil
Engineers has not yet Aniehed it8 report, and will

probably not be abie to present that voiuminous

for & week or more,
wus to  examine
have been pus
that would
truvelling In the

document 10 the sociely
The committee’'s wo'k
whe various Sschemes that
forth, each as the one
vle the guestion of quick

metropol!s, and to deciude o2 Lo their appilcabiinty |
to the purpose for wluch they were aesigned,

Other bodies are now concerning themselves with
the important subject, one ol the lutest to take it
up bemng the association known as toe Com.
mercial Conference.
commitlee to consider the matter, woich will
provably be present at the weeting inthe Cham-
ber of Commerce on Monday at noon. It was jo-
correctly stated In the HERALD O yesterday that
this meeting would be diatinotively o gathering of
the members of

Tee fact = that
ciation . are merely
who have Interested themselves in the project of
making speedy travelling bere & possibllity, Al
other gentlemen who sympathize with the project

the rvoms ol

are invited to attend the meetiug. at which the |
commliites 10 recelve subscriptions to the pro. |

posed lund will be welcomed.

Herewith 18 presented o plan suggested by a
practical engineer, by which many citizens who
bhave canvassed the matter judge thas the vexed
problem may be satisfaciorily solved. The accom-
panying map and cat will more fully explain tie
meihed proposed,

CITY HALL T0 FORTY-SECOND STHEET IN FIFTOLN
MINUTES,

From Forty-second street opward two of ihe
four sunken tracks of the Hudson River Railrusd
RONWAr Lbe purpose already; the question ther

fore romains how to conilnue the road down to
the City Hall,

Here I8 & novel plan, sate, practicable and con-
venient as 1o location :—Run the road through the
ceaire of the blacks, st & widih of 25 leet for two

facts |

0 con- |

net- |

This body has appoluted & |

the Chamber of Commerce, |
that  asso. |
lcaned to the genfiemen |

METHOD FOR CROSSING
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tracks, thus taking two houses In euach block:
bave the roadbed ahove the fligt story, or, say,
20 L0 24 leet above the street. The road to be bullt
oo pillars and arches, a8 an uninterropted
bridge of about 10,000 feet length, In the
old, Ipdestroctible manner In  which the
Rumans built thelr aqueducts and viaducts;
ihe materisl to be meinly hard bricks and esmaent,
the loundativn walls masonry in bollding stone.
on granite footing. Urosa the streets with three
arches, whose pillars rest on the sldewalk, cluse
to the gutter, thus canaing no obstruction,

The pillars to be bound with granite bluders,
the arches covered with a coat of tar and gravel,
and afterward with Portland ecement to avold
penetration by Water; cast iron pipes fo lead the
sur sce water through the pillars down to the city
sewers,

Tnrough each bloek (according to Its length)
conatruct four or six bridge arches, resting on five
or seven pillars, the latier providea with doors
and openings for ventilation.

By drawing twelve or rixteen incn walls along
the meighboring buildings, eplendid fireproofl
warehouses or cellars, iwo in each block, are
gunined below the track, with large entrance doors’
aud windows irom the sidewalk. The rent reallsed
irom these warehouses or cellars will pay a great
part of the interest on the real estate—acquolsi-
tion acconnt, Where the neigbhboring bulidings
are five or more atories high one or two atories
could be bmlt above the road, and leased Lo the
neighbors to realize addit onal rent,

start on Chambers street, opposite the new
Court House, where the lots o! old three story
bulldings (not oocupled yet as store palaces) give
ample room for waiting rooms, tracks ana
#witches. The direesion of the ltne is roughly
#ketened In the map berewltn. From City Hall to
Spring street, and from Tenth to Forty-second
street 1 doubt that a betier line cuuld be found,
but the part from Spring to Tenth street may
allow lmprovements. As the line has to avold the
beavy descent parallel with Ceutre street the
elevation of the road over Leonard and Franilin
atreets will be so conslderable that it rons over
the Uity Prison (perbaps oo an iron bridge) with-
out Interfering with sald institution. From For-
tleth to Forly-gecond street the line descends
aown to the level ol the Grand Central Depot, con-
necting with the two tracks on the east-side,
Here are numed and Jocaled on the map five
stations that, on account of the accéssibility of
C1o44ing sireet cure are easily reached—namely,
Canal, Bleecker, Fourteenth, Twenty-third and
Thirty-tourth streets, The acquisition of Lhe
necessary property shrough the whole frty-six
blocks, Including stations und the curves, will
prohably not exceed $5,000,000, as many blocks
contaln old houses ol small value, Haraly nuhsla
lurge Institution will be interfered with.

o regard to the cost of construction 1t is dim-
cult Lo approximate the amount belore the plans
pre drawn. It will, however, very likely not
reach 4 ~um a8 high &8 that requeite for the ac-
guisttion of the real estate,

A TROPERTY OWNER'S VIEW OF THE SUBJECT.
To rHE EDivos oF THE HERALD:—

Mr. Lawson N, Fuller writes a good letter to the
HERALD in favor of rapid transit, but he doas In-
justice both to himsell and his cause by going out
of bis way to atiack ether uptown improvements,
Does bir. Fuiler reully suppose the cause of rapid
wransit will gain strength by proposing that the
city, arter taking out of the pockets of 1t peopie

over  $0,000,000 m  assessments  “for  ben-
efie.” shall now deliherately tnrn  around
and say, “We've got the mooney, but won't

| give the veneill! That geems 1o be what M1,
| Fuiler 1":50“! meunds,

€ But why does he aggregate
thede colnmnt of figures, showing the cust of elty
lmprovemeunts, and s¢ek to appal us with the total
at wlich they foot upt Is It for the purpose of
ehowing how mucl these works have cost the
city ¥ He says so; and yet Mr. Fulier ought surely
to know how u'terly delusive and groundicss 18
this charge. These Ilmprovements have cost the
city nothing., It [s the property owners that are
footing Lthe bills; both the share thal is assessed
upon them and a'so the share that is supposed to
be assesged opon the city ut large. More than
this, They are not only paying the whole cost of
these lmprovements, but are paying to the city a
handsome premium on them begides, Let this be
made pliain, and we shall hear less, 1 trust, about
the cost to the city of uptown improvements.
Take, for example, the Boulevard—Iit lllustrates
all the others. It Las cost $6,000,000. One-hall
was as=essed upon the adjoming proparty owaers,
and the other hall ($3,000,000) opon the city at

' Jarge, and constitutés & part of Irs permanent

debt. The Intereston this sum is $210,000, and must
be paid by tax. Who pags that tax ¥ We wiil see.

The Boulevard extonds (rom Fiity-minth street
to 160th street, a distance of nlne!y-six blocks.
Thege blocks, (or & distance of 400 leet on each side
ol tne Boulevard, coptain thirty-two lots each, or a
total of 6,144 lots. These lois, belore the Boulevard
wis projected, were assessed at an average tax
valuation of $600 exch, or $3,056,400, and produced
A tax revenoe to the city, at 2'; per cent, ol
02,100, These sameé lota are now assessed at an
average valuation of $3,000 each, or $18,432,000,
and the owners pay laxes upon them, at 21 per
cent, of $460,800, Here 18 an lucrease of tuxes ol
§.68,640, suficient to pay not only the original tax
revenue of $02,100, but aiso the whole interest
upun the city's share ol the debt, and then a clean

| surplus of $138,640 besides, Al thig, romember, is

pald oy theee property owoers, and yet Mr. Fuller
Wnd some newspapoers talk about the heavy de-
nwwnids made upon the ecily treasury lor uptown
fmprovemenis. We ought to hear less of 1t. The
cily pays nothing for these improvewnents, It
lends 1t8 crealt merely, bui makes each loan to
uvecome, ke the anclient seed sown upon good
ground, yielding frult—some twenty, some sixiy
and some & hundred fold,

Hut Mi. Fuller wants to know what earthlv rea-
04 can be asgigned why the Boulevard should not

i be utilized as the route ol & rapid transit steam

ratlroad. He bas Dimsell asswrned the readon,
lLias cost oo much. It has Geen assigned to a dire
ferant destiny, | cheerfully accord it o the
genins of the chiel ovginal plojector of that work
thiut be oresaw the time when that Lroad thor-
with  brilllunt  equipages,
shulded with 168 quadruple lioe o elm trees, and
ffanked on either hand with the grandest o¢xam.
ples of arcnitectursl ari—snowid become alto-
pether the most magnificent avenus of this Weat-
efn world. Al this will quickly disappear when
the thunderiug lvcomotive shall gein entrance
and it shall. be condemnea 10 & mere railrosd
street, That project need liardly be contempiated.

What Mr. Fuller wauts 8 rupld trunsit which
ahall accommodute generally the upper and lower
paris ol the isiund. 1o blis we arve all agreed, Bur
we may bulld without destroyiog. We may do
justice here without doing Injnstice elsewhere.
We must have rapld trangit, It 1s the fundamenta
condition upom which all other Improvementa
hinge—upon which &l their vaine depends. We
can neither bulld & city nor ltve In it il we cannot
get o 1t We are apending more money on bridges
and other means lor getting out of the city than
we have been willing togive to make onr own city
avaliabie, This must be changed. Ww must now
provide meana for galning access to our owx terr|-
tory. Fince no new charters can be given, and
mince the city can no longer aid private capital to

oulld & road, It becomes neceasary now to con-
slder whether private caplial may not come 10 the
ald of the cily, HReal estate, abused, insulted, out-
raged, must still be patient and put itsell agaln in
the breach. 1v will bave its reward. The Society
of American Engineers are about 10 reporty a plan
of doub.e-track elevaied rallways that may be
budy for $300,000 & mile. Twenty milea o such
roud, len on euch side of the eliy, extending from
the Batkery to the Harlem River, would oost
$6,000,000, Let the city, following many prece-
dents, agsume one-balfl of this, and let real estate,
within a imited dissrict along the lines, recoguiz-
ing the special beneflt It receives, sssume by ag-
Acsement the other nalf. But let the income of the
road be the primary fond for the payment of ita
intereat and cost, and these assessments be drawn
upen ounly for deficiencies, Bo applied nelther the
cily nor the real eitate will ever be called upon to
pay anyching. Yet the roads will have been builr,
and the vexed provlem of rapld transit wlil have
becn setvled, 8 B G

———

JCE IN THE RIVERS.

REASONS WOR THE UNUSUAL QUANTITY oF
FLOATING I0E—THE ACENE YESTERDATY.

If the statements of the oid lightermen and
others woo do business apon the wasers surround-
Ing this wetropolls can be reiled upon, there has
been more foatinglce inthe rivers which rum
upon either side of the city and in the bay below
this seasun tban there has been for twenty years
prévionay, This is atiributed o the sumerous
and exireme weather changes whioh have pre-
valled, ravging from below the Ireezlug point to
the temperaturs of & mila spring day. During
the cold Bnaps immtnse masses of 1ce have been
formed m the Hudson aod Harlem rivers and
along the Jersey shore, but to be broken up
later and carrled to and (ro 1o the East River,
especially with the regular ebb and fow of the
tide there. Qarried thus onward In sremendoua
quantities but a few daye ago it formed, as will be
recollected, a bridge across the narrow portion of
the river o posite Fultun ferry and wbich, ce-
mented for the time Ly the coid, enabled large
numbers of parsons Lo cress in salety. This unu-
Bual spectacle cannot thereiore be regarded as an
indication oi the meverity of the season, but 18
Tather to be attributed to the changes mentivned,

During Thursday, when an easterly wind with
Tain prevalled, the Eass River was comparatively
Ireée irom ice, waile, at the same time this meteoro-
logical condition had the effect of still further
breaking up tie masses in the Hudson and the
Jersey estuaries, and with the change of wina to
the woest and the getting in of tue tide about ten
o'clock yesterday morn| the river opposite
Brookiyn became eniirely flled with

THE PLOATING ICE CAKES,

throngh which the ferryboats made thelr way with
diMcuity. About one o'clock & solld cake, extend-
Ing nearly across the river, lay 1o the route ol the
ferries, but It gradually moved up with the tide
and wus broken ln pieces, At fuur o'clock, when
the tide began to ebb, the river was comparakively
clear, Lhough more or l=8a loe lay up agwinst the
wharfs on tie Brookiyn side. During the evening
the enonuo® masses came Aoating back with toe
carrent, lucreased by tobe coutributions from the
Hariem River, snd were swept down the by to re-
new their joarney with the return of the tide. On
tue North iuver side, where the tremendous vidume
0i Waler Irum above resists the flow of the tide, and
where the grester breadsh prevents the choking up
of the stresm, the jce was moch lese. Large
masses ol It lay on the New York sude, driven
therc oy Lthe weaterly wind, But the cumparisive

! ihe wealher and Lhe constant move-
ment of the ferriboats and vtuer vessels Kept it so
brol.eg 86 1o reuder & passage through it an easy
mtter.

It 18 probable that henceforward the fce will be-
come leas aud loss, a8 the advance ol the spason
and the height to which the sun has reacned will
prevent a more extended jormation. Tae princi-
al injury caused has been to the hwhtermen aod
the small vesscls woich ply between the city and
the various places in the vicinlty, many of which
hinve been compelied to remaln at toe wharves for
nlu llaanuarmg W eocounier the dapgers of the

ce felds, 5%

'I‘i.-['E WEATHER YESTERDAY.

The following record will show the chauges in
the temperature during the past cwenty-four
hours, in comparison with the corresponding date

of last year, a8 recorded at Huodunut's Pnarmacy,
Herad Bullding, New York :(— :

Bid. 1975, 1874, 1875,
a2 22 350P. M =5 oh
. d0 22 61, M.
’ 23 “ P M
12 M........ H % 1P M

Average emperature yesterday...
Average lemperature for corresponding d

JAST FOML. covssrsssassavincsansisnasens 1
Weekly RVeTraARe. ...oivserrssnvrnrnns sans oo B3
Weekly average corresponding date last year 80 1-7

CENTRAL PARK METEOROLOGICAL
OBSERVATORY.

ABSTRACT OF REPORT FOR THE WEME EXDING
A7 1d. p. M., JANDARY 30, 1875,

PAROMETRE,
Lieneg,
MOBD. (i corvrsivivisriss vadwspninanasnsssan TUIS
Maximun ot b, 0m. A, M., Jupuoary 24 . 0,380
Minimuuw at 9h. P. M., January 20............ 20,406
RADEO. | aiavnn svaniisnsissssvssssassasss oI
THERMOMETER,
Deprers.
MOBN ., .ot enreviasspsssrasrisnse .
Maximun st 8h 1% M. Jannary 28,
Minimumat So. A, M., Juooary 27....

Ranges.o..... vavaes IV

® sessemiEsE IR RN RN LAy

REMARRS,
In
January 4, snow from 11h, A, M,, to Sh. P,

M. ampunt of Water......cooe vaus 78
Janunary S, snow aod siest from sh,

M. to ®, Som. P. M.; amount of water, 0.26
January |, snow from Lh, P, M. to 13h, P,

AMOULIOl WHLEE. ..\ vvnseer sonnncasiras 0.14

January 0,
A M imount of Water....cvevieinsoiesey. 0,00

Total aponnt of water lor Woek..........,,, 1,23

Depth of snow, 31 inchés.

Distanse travelled by the wind during the week,
1,08l nnes,

A BOGUS SENSATION,

A PENNHLVANTA STATEMENT MAKER—THE COST
OF LBELLING A FRESBYTERIAN PASNTOR AND
THE HURCH,

=
WearenesTer, Pa., Jan, 30, 1475
Charler Willinma wus tried this week upon the
charge d grossly libelling the pastor and oMcers
of the Fist I'reabyterian churcn in thin borongh.

The artide charges the pastor with gross immo-

rality, md that he was belag tried before a com-

uiitiee o the church, aud that althongh the testy.

mooy elpited wis 80 dumnglog as to create lenrs

‘that the reverend gentleman would be 1ymched,

there I:tl oo doubt but thas be would be uc-
itk

Ay Wiliians took the stand after the testimony had

been ellilted for the prosecution, aod admiited

that pe jad written the article and sent 1t toa

New Yoi paper, in which paper is was publishid,

He also sated that be knew there was not & word

ol truth n e statement, but that be had written

it for My and to create 4 sensation.

The b|l of mdictwent contained two counts—
one chi lu%

gecona Wr lthelling the offcers ol the churet,

The jufy lound him gullty on both cuunts,

MELANCIIOLY DEATH IN JERSEY.

Mr. Rosert Harper, a man well kuown through-
out Haodwon couuty, met with a sudden death In

FUNERAL OF MRS. MARSHALL O
ROBERTS,

The relatives and Iriends of this estimable me-
tron, whose dealh occurred In England, whither
she had gone fur sorgical attendance, yesterday
crowded to Dr. Booth's chureh, corner of Univer-
Bity piace apd Tenth sireet, tu pay thelr respecia
to the memory of the Indy whose name has so lung
Deen  RABOCIAL with charitabie and phian-
turopte works, Tiimenie edifice, long before
the hour for the services (two o'clock P. i), was
densely crowded, The floral offeriogs were of the

most elaborate apd anproprinte charscier. Under
ithe puipit desx wus & cross, surrounded by
& wieald, bosh of Enghish mmmortelies Below,
upon the table und on either end, were two hund-
womie broken eolamns ol white dowers. Between
tnese was & beauillul cross of (vies, & crown ol
white and mixed AOwWors and un n:)ppmnruu lle-
uentoin the form of & wreath. On the extreme
night of the table stood & tribute from the Young
Ladies' Christlan Association tuat attracted
peneral  altention. I cona'sted of an vy
baskel, surmounied by & white wreath, in the
centre ol which was  star of violern, and attached
ihie words, “she being dead yet speaketh.” Upon
the coffu were many Tare cullections of wreaths
and other desigus, inciading & book of wilte
flowers, with the last waords of the deceased, *“The
Uhlen are opening,” in viclets.  Among the audi-
ence were many of our leading merchanss, mninis-
Lers, bankers, lawyers and hierary men.

‘The services were conduciea by Rev. Dr. Booth
and the pastor of the deceusad ludy, Rev. Dr. Tay-
lor, ol the Hrondway Tuberoacls, The laiter
delivered an umpressive discourse, in wh.ch be re-
farred to the mapy Christlan graces and chariia-
ble lavora of the deceased. He wiso tuok AdvVAL-
tage ol the occusion 10 read aletier he had re-
ceived alter the death ol Mrs. Roberts, In which
Bhe speuks 0/ toe possibllity of ber death, breaths
B #pirit ol reslwpaton to the wilk of the Divine
Master, and requested ber pastor to preach a
#ermon to the wumen of New York on the impor-
tance of Christian work. The serviees concluded
in the chureh the remains were couveyed to the
Becond Sireet Cemetery, wherée they were lu-
terred, The bearers were Cnarles Abernethy,
Judge J, E, Busworth, Augustue L. Hrown. Dr. J.
Mosen Taylor, Edwards Plerrepont, Wil-
tewart, Samuel Slown, Henry G, Stebbins,
D‘zrdm W. Field, Willam K. Toom a.d Willism .

ge.

THE OANAL QUESTION.

A XEPURT TO BE MADE
THADE

The Committee on Canuls of the Board of Trade
consists of the following gentiemen:—Leander
Darling, Waltstill Hastings, Buas B. Dutcuer, W. 0,
Woodford, G. W, C. Clarke and John Leng. A
meoling was peld yesierday, at two P. M., at No,
£ Park row. The gentlemen present agreed on
the maln features of a report which I8 to be sub
mitted to the Board of Trade at thelr next general
mue;lm. which takes place on Wedpesday, Febru-
B (%

r'fhe report will embrace the submission of evi-
dence la relation to the wiroduction of

BTEAM ON THE STATE CANALS,
and this subject will ussume not oniy & great im-
porsance in view of the State awards for lmpr ved
canal rransporiation, but sis0 irom the isct thal
the Governor of the State In his Messaze has
Bhown the vital importance of the canals to whe
prospericy of tne commercial interests of the Km-
pire City. The committes bave exumined the
varions plans submiited to them, inciuding the
submarine cable plan, the towage cable and the
Independent steam power, a8 well as the
horse power, Aand theéwr report will recommendd
the encouragement of the mMOst saulsfuctory sys-
tem of independent steam power, while ar ane
same time they will recognize the rights and in-
terests of those wio bave hitherto managed the
borse towage 1o the best of their ablitty.

The meeting being held somewhat In advance of
the published bour was o be coustdered lnformal,
although the above are the main ldeas ol Lhe re-
port which the commitiee will jorwmally sign at &
mecling on Monday.

COLONEL POTTER'S PERIL.

TO THE BOARD OF

THE CLOSING UP OF ELIZABETH'S NOTED ARSUX

TRIATL—CROSS-EXAMINATION OF THE COLONEL.

‘The Elzabeth Court House was packed with peo-
ple again yesterday to witness the closing scencs
in the important trial of Colonel Henry L. Potter
tor alleged arson—burning e resijdence and barn
at Linden in order to ontain heavy tnsnrance. The
evidence for the State was all gotten 1n on Friday,
and, according to the popular opimion and those
who have taken deepest Intersst in the case, seems

to make asrrong case for the prosscution. Colonel
Pouter was piaced on the stund yesterday flor
cross-exwimination. In Wi direet examinaiion he
told a pretty amooiln, stralgntiorward story,
denying any gatlty coniplieity. The Colonel suh-

cutlon attorneys, He pad been, he sald, nine

| denied

YCATS 1N the cHSLOMA Service and had besn gon-.
ted with tue New York Seventy-first Voiuo-

T8,

The defandant gave o very satisfactory acconnt
of hig whereabours previous to the fire, and
in  toto the testimony of tha wit-
nesses agaioat hin,  Hiw  explapation as
to his wheresbouts during the fire was not
very clear, Altogether Lbe accused t through
the cross-cxamination withont being injared much,
il any, 1n the minds of the jury. The defende reateq
and to-morrow wiill commence tne summing up.

''ne Colonel has decldedly the begt gf the
| far as adle counsol I8 uunlé’er'ﬂ,i-.d- ng c’!i&ﬁ.‘.“
| terest 18 feit in the 18sue, not ooly lu New Jersey

but in New Yorz.
DISTRESS IN JERSEY CITY.

The destitution among the familles of the lator-
ing class In Jersey City 18 on the Increase. Many
of the factories are running on balf time. Fully
300 men have been discharged from the raliroads
and factortes. Thore are no seap houses and no
aistrict relief committecs, and the condition of

the familiea of these unemployed laborers
it most  pitlabie, It was expected
that  the construction of the Rualrosd
Ruolp  Canal  ruoning parallel so  Pavonia

avenue would be commenced during the coming
woek, but the work has been postpuned. One
thousana men will be employed In this work,
which will prove a nlemng 10 the laboring classes
when it 18 commenced. The Overseer of the Poor
reports toet the numnber of applicants for relief
bas so lnoreased Lhat the appropriation for the
ouldoor poor has already fallen snort. The County
Almslbouse at Snake Hill 18 80 crowded that tem-
purary quarters have been erocted to meet the
increased demand 1or accommodation, An wppli-
cation will be made to the Board of Aldermen at

their next meeting for an additional wpproprin- |

tion for the puor.

DESTRUCTION OF A WOOLLEN

MILL.

BURNING OF THE MILL OF PRESTON & IRWIN —

THUEE HUNDRED PERSONS THROWN OUT OF

EMPLOY MENT--LORS $38, 000,
PHILADEEPHIA, Pa,, Jan. 30, 1855,
Abvout half-past #ix o’clock Lhis morning tie

woollen mill of Messra. Preston & Irwin, at Manay- |

unk, took fire, and the flames, epreading rapidiy,
1o consequence of the mAammable materisl to
which they were communioated, spon enveloped
the entire structure above the first story. The
fire started In tha lourth atory while a boy was

|lighting up the mill, jnst before she hands were to

start work for the day. In appiring the match

:ume SCTAPS of wog; |wl+%(2'e2!u‘rwu‘lr the ,'M Mf\lﬂl}
egame 1guited, ;

,%‘m before the Fire Departmienf d' frrivea

tile npper 8torios were wrapped in flames, and (v |

was evident that

& ggtnln could be done to save
the mifl, Ahodl an hoar After

e fire bud started

| the roof fell In with & ¢rash, carrying with it tae

I

| America, $4,700; Delaware Troat,
him with libeling the pastor and the |

Hoboken yesterdsy afternoon under melancioly |

circams pnce&

First Ulited Prosbyterian chareh and the ad-
ﬁunl ouse, on the corner of Sevenih and
loomifldd atreess, he uscended to the rool of the
Iatter buildlng to elewr it of Lthe wnow and ive,
::ton In-“ reook ;eh.&:ue‘nd by & l:%dlr he
waed ) B0 oming en in o
ladder e feil with It to the sromn' :::‘-um-::
inju des which shortly afterward resulted in his

death. He wus nearly st

back wsll, and many who were around the barn-

"“ﬁ." iding barely nnaFeql belng injured,
'h?lo the m&w_’sgr. te viry ieight Jimes Mar- !
tin, driver of Edgihé No, 12, mel With a serions

aceident, He had perched himself in one o the
third story windows and was pasding & stream {u
npon the burmng m q‘nca’ “Ion lile balance
and fell backward and dowi @ ground below,
He was picked nup 1oscosible, with his
vereiy Injured, aud was conveved to hig hodie.
The mill, which wus entireiy ¢ {ad. was
located on the canal bunk, between that and the
sehoylkill River, It was a stone bullding, four
mtories high, sixry ieet front wnd from thirty to
forty deep. Messrs, Preston & Irwin employed
from 200
withoui employmens.
1he insurinces on bnliding, stock and mactinery
are us loljows:—German Amorican, New York,
$2.075; Contimental, New Yors, $L875; Niagara,
New York, $2,374; lepublican, New York, $2,875;
Hanover, New York, $2,375; National, tiord,
$2,8706; Merchanta’, Netarli.i:l.x‘n; Manulacturers',
Insurance Com a?&
hy

Newark, $4076;
vaulm, §4,700; Royal, §4,780. Total, $3k,000,
BURNING OF A LUNATIC ASYLUM.

Quesre, Jun, a0, 1874,

Toe Beautort Female Lunatc Asylum, on Mont-
| morency road, was destroyed by fire last night
| and three lemale pationts burnea to death, The
remainder, thirty-Ave (n number, were removed
Belng part proprietor of the | In safety to wae asylum occupled by the males,

The scenes during the rens of the re were

heartrending und pitiful

f

| refused to be removed. Others fled down Loe cor-

| Tidors into the darxest cellars and were

|Blpﬂl.

fonnd
shivering with fear. Others ran op into the
I.Id on the roof, ll:ﬂl‘ only with th
diMeculty that ¥ ald rescued. It
tont the fire o nated 0 the cell of one

Xt T of . ]
remded u old Hudson Oity, ‘mlﬂ bn:f;ua“t‘n of the femaie peticuts, 8 Woman of vicious charse-

Newark strecy, Moboken,

mitied Lo 4 long cross-cxamination by ihe prose.

0 300 hande, wuo pow tind ihemseelves

of Nortn
Pennsyl-

\be extreme. Some of
| she patiensa rusted wto corners and obatinately |

THE FIFTIH WEEK.

The Decision Regarding Tilton’s Com-
petency as a Witness.

LA Picture of the Judee and
How Ie Presides.

Society's Lesson from the Brook-
lyn Cause Celebre,

Tu-morrow the ffth week of the swt of Tilton
agalost Beecher begins. It will ve » mo-
mentous Monilay, because the Cuielr Justice who
| prealdes is to give Lis decision upon the right of
| Theodore Tiliom to testify Agatust the defendant,
| The Chief Justice bas anmounced that be does not
propose 10 write out an opinion, but merely 1o
give a decision. He is & sterhng Judge, sugges:'-
ing old times, when the best citizen goton the
Bench by & sort of Divine rignt and siowly and
ponderously moved through lfe, ariiirating, ful-
minating, correcting, sentencing.

Since whe trial came on it may be said that ouly
two persons bave mide reputations—tbe prosiding
Judge aud the witpess Moulton. [t bad been ex-
peeted that Moulton would be torn to pieces, and
a certaln belief exisied that ois peccadilloes ann
fralities, as much of temperament as of perform.
ance, wonld be ruthlessly deilneated, whlle hia
testimony would be perforated and shown to be
unreilable. Mounlton made & brag withess pripei-
pally because he was periectly natural, aud re-
lated his ordinary character, A rather sharp
young man, with & plausible tongus and a cer.
[ t4lD jovial resentment, be managed to baMe the
| lawyers artayed against bim and to keep the con-
dideration of Lhe audience, the jury and, asit
@ppeared, the Juige, Had he been prosecuted
with less icellng his retorts might bave seemed
Impertinent, but bis cross-examinatdon developed
the fuet that some of the lawyers most incensed
Agminst him bad been pearly om the ‘“ragged
edge" like himself—tnat is, mutual friends seek-
ing t0 patelh up an uncompromisable case. Frank
Moniton occupies an ambiguous place. With &
certaln class of myulgive people be s regurded us
@ Very perigct type of

CUNSISTENT FRIENDSHIT,

He I8 recollected as the schoolmate of Tilton &
quarter o! & century ago, wio has maintained in |
the midst of sellish businesas complications a
reverence and regard lor that memorauie Iriend-
8lip. The common mind regards him worthily
because e chuse the smalier of two opponents to
befriend. By such critica he Is beld to have been
& naturally msgounlmous, uoselflsh person, ve-
| cuuse It Wa8 S0 wmuch easier to rua ioto Mr, ¢
Beecher's camp than to dwell on the barren
mour ike Edgar with tne banisbed king.

On the other hand, there are persons of amia-
bliity and honor wio concelve that Mr. Moulion
bid Do right in any emergency to print the com-

wmunicarions which Mr. Beecher nad jutrusted to
him in solemn coufldence, muon less to muke puv-
Lic the wcidental letters of lamuly associales ke
Tnomas Beecher and Bella Hooker. Tuis scandal
has lusted #o loog Lhat & very large portion ol
society I8 on the "rng(fud edge’ ol conss“ency, and,
witnhout much regard lor thie evidence asitis de-
veloped, I8 stubbornly mainimoiog some joraer
tueory. 1o fack, Soclety i1s &t war 1o thus case, and
tue condoct of the irisl iteel! antagonrses u cer-
tain class of Dalr-brained parsisuing,
JUDGE NBILSON AND THE REPOBTERS,

Judge Netlson nhas kept, among his other dig-
nities. & weneral dignity toward the press, not
wividushizing any particular repocler or news-
paper, 48 some ol the lawyers bave done, bu: ap-
pareolly seekiug to make the moe: buyish re-
porter icel that Le I8 & part of 8 court of justice
“ua responsible for his uLierances, st least to him-
Buif. 1o this view of the case the Brooalyn wrimd in
RO demoralization to these ratner lose times.
Al whe estates of the realm are put upon their
good bebavior aod disciplined. The press bas
teen galivantiog tor & gooa while, the Bar has
been airy, the Bench has been partisan, the preas
and thne caucus Duve bossed the Bencn, sod
1t has  seemed  1OF  several  years aa
1t o trinl At luw waos mersly 4 measuring o! focoes,
Providence belug veverally on the side of the
heaviest legal and soclal arullery. . The Brooklyn®
trial hag redressed & sorl of justice whioh Was
| patent in this Stete two yoars ago, The Judge i a

great part ol the court, an has that unreli-

b
“ULILY In s decisions which kesps both sets of
In#wyers in motiou o kDOW What be may do. For

| Instance, last wesk he ruled ous wll the iree love

literatare, ou the theory that 1t was “atroclons’'—

e word “utrocious™ 19 the Judge's—whoile, mean-

time, he rebuked tie plaintif’s counsel lor putiing

lloputations upon Geoeral Tracy, M Traey,

};ml the Judge, I8 an hoaorable member of the
ar, -

e THE JUDGE'S RULINGS.

Thereiore, wheu It 18 saud that the Judge in this
case |8 oue 0f [Wo PErsons wuo bave mude & repo-
tation, we¢ mean that be-1s wbhe Orst judge o an
ordinary court who nas made his judicisl o;::ggx
and human luclinations & iarge pari of o
worality. He hsas endeavored, appar=ntly, to make
lawyers, reporters aud toe aodience feel their re-
l4Lion to & VASL U Jortunate scandial—something
nol to be made a joke or & sensation, nor to be
used by (ta partisaus for the degradation of third
parties; but an wffair where the greatest good of
the greatest pumboer will be subserved by absolute,
Iarge, considerate justice.

Tuis Judge (Neiison) is somewhat peculiar. He
ean be alternately lumiliar and severe. He 1 »
big-boned, demovcratie sor: ol man, suggesung the
olu-tushioned judges ol Jeffersonlan times—men
| like samuel Cnsse, McKean and Cooper.
counsel around Lim are relauvely indiderent.
There arc several gentlemen in the cuer Lrial
whRose opiulon of Liemselves 18 at least eéqual to
the best oplulon amMong the SPecta’ora, ¢ can
be impersonal 0 A statement becanse more
than ode, Lwo, or periaps three, are covered b,
1. The great fact avoul the Beecher case s tha
1619 o trial in nomanity, It 18 & test of the rela-
tion of the sexes, the justice of Individoality, by
which we mean ibe right ol a person, male or
female, to alter refations conoerning the affections
a1l to resnme them.

THE INTEREST OF BOCIETY.

The mighty epic of human nature in this tnal |8
recited blore us, with [reqaent recesses, so shat
| We can hecome partisans ol the tale. Mrs. Tilton
reappeared in Court iast Friday, indicating that a
ceruain position she had resolved to take was not
wbandoned by ner. A 4t constitnency of wo-
| men Is nllng dictatorial busbauds tnrough Mrs,

Tilton. wal conatituency of husbands is trv-
Ing supposititious interferers with the vowmestic re.
! lutions thro Mr. Beecner. Society, in iact, Is
| trying itself by this dramn. We are at present in
| the drag and stagnation of business and we are

paying unnsual atlention to such a 20014l Issue as
| the Brookiyn scan<al.

Tue very sensitiveness we have to show ar press
writers on the subject is8 & proof of wbe interest of
suclety, the nverweew prepooderating passion
| ol the people in the amuir, West of this city overy

newspuper is nearly consumed with the desails of

the scaudal. Even in Earope the imterest 1s al-
pervad Mr. Hrecher's splendid personality
| and Mr. Tilton's intimacy with bis Or's IRME,
| 4nd the uudonbiad propriety of Mrs, Tillon's gen-
| eraj ﬂ%qlagguc life up to she time when her te

. tlona were diy nlﬁl by hep husbaud, buve cov-

' gred this wl H a sléfy, o subulety,
&  Atrangeness, absorbing every interost

and cunum,{.. It 18 a contest Jor the

reliability of buman patars, the permanence of
the affections, the lnfinence of thira parties on 'he
housenold reiation, the rignt to love and Le be-
luved without authority. Hence tne unmarried

'y swdying the proolem of matrimony by this

she, e married are testing their own nfelici-
ties hy Mr. Tuton and Mr. Beecher. The widows,

who gun look back 1o their hymeneal lile with w

BOIt, ASYNAgING AYMpALAY Of o /mMmon sRense, revive

themacives in the 18:me. 00 FeAsons out s

tempiations oo the ragged edges, and the true in.
arducyy 3( mg ﬂ“lu Ig.l'loﬂ in thig muaiter,

| Iu;z A t 'il growth ol modern lv-
erty and individuslity bas vory greatly disrarved
the old-fasmoned inter-reliance between man and
wile, and W are all M1, Boecber's Wial W
kuow what we may come fo.

ROW TO BENEFIT BY TN LES=0N,

Viewed in the Lght ol these browd conmidera-
tions, she mere predisposition o!f HBeecnerites or
Tiltonites, Piymouth cbarch or she Woodbull
wchool, i@ shallow. Homan sociely requires ver:
occasionally such awlul tests to re-examine teel
Toe bie race, move on by such lights and
shipwre &8 the presens scandil.  Let us, the

| be good wem the Intelleciual part ol
ourselves uppermost and trust to 8 good

A0 average jury and square counsel Lo or

us,

ol

As %0 the verdict it might be & comtempt
Court to proguostioute L. The noe has Dot
L begun, and It may o
| iormm of the
ever, prevalls smong shose who
trial—that the jury
| ductile; bbat i 18 & good
quainted with she acandal
earncst to get of
fure, Il one person s not sure
| the other uot sure of his

ahead,
FIRE IN FORDHAM.

A barn bolonging s Moses Devoe, om the Fords
ham Landing rosd, was destroyed by fire lest
night. One borse the

was n
The loss s emmm:nnm ey

ia T Inge and
only the Tacta. There:
his Innocense and.
y Where I mosid

sured lor $500 in
ance Company, No cause bas vl Deen
for the burs



